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President’s Message
Amy Christianson, CCBE President, Butte COE

As summer quickly passes by, I hope you have
taken time to travel, spend time with family and
friends, and take care of yourself. It has been
a busy year with much to be done including
some critical areas such as: addressing the
Legislative Analyst’s Office recommendations
for reorganization of county offices of education;
addressing expectations of COEs to provide
greater support to districts Local Control and Accountability Plans; Charter
School/voucher system; and federal Every Student Succeeds Act uncertainties.
County office of education board members have accepted a responsibility to
all children in their region and throughout California and must take the lead
to find ways to meet the needs of the state’s 6.2 million students. Students
deserve nothing less than our best. We need to educate and advocate for equal
access and support for all students. CCBE plays a vital role in state, local
and county partnerships. Collaboration is essential to the continued growth
and development of our educational system. I look forward to sharing new
opportunities and changes in the upcoming months as CCBE continues to
step up to serve the children in California.
The CCBE Annual Conference committee has put together a great
professional training experience for all who attend. In these times of
uncertainty, it is vital that we find ways to collaborate and make informed
decisions. It is important to your students that professional growth of policy
makers continues to occur. The hot topics at this year’s Annual Conference
include: charter school oversight, advocacy, budget and LCFF goals, and
career technical education. Sunday’s final general session will tackle with
the tough issue of homeless youth. I look forward to seeing each of you, your
boards and superintendents in Monterey. 

2017 CCBE Annual Conference

2

Improving County Board Governance Through
Policy Adoption

3

Outstanding Legislator Awards Program

4

The 2017 CCBE Directory is now available
to download!

4

			

2017 Calendar of Events

September
CCBE Annual Conference, September 8-10
CCBE Board of Directors Meeting, September 8
CCBE General Membership Meeting, September 9
Location: Portola Hotel & Spa, Monterey, CA
December
CCBE Board of Directors Meeting, December 1
CCBE General Membership Meeting, December 2
Location: Marriott Marquis Hotel, San Diego, CA
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CCBE Executive Committee & Staff
Amy Christianson
CCBE President | Region 4: Butte COE

2017 CCBE Annual
Conference

Bruce Dennis
CCBE President-elect | Region 18: Riverside COE

Conference co-chairs Bruce Dennis, CCBE President-elect (Riverside COE) and Dana Dean, CCBE
Vice President (Solano COE)

This year’s CCBE Annual Conference is scheduled for Sept. 8-10 at the Portola
Hotel & Spa in Monterey. The conference schedule is packed with exciting and
engaging workshops and keynote general sessions geared specifically toward
county governance team members and their student populations.
This year’s conference theme is Prepare for Tomorrow. The conference
planning committee selected dynamic and informative presentations that
will include unique opportunities for county board members to learn about
California’s political landscape and its impact on COEs, how to align
budgets to COE and LCFF goals, career technical education and partnership
opportunities in support of the students they serve.
The conference will begin on Friday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. with two workshops
that will provide practical guidance and real world examples to guide county board
members through reviewing charter petitions and explore the California political
landscape and the essential political issues facing public education.
Saturday Luncheon General Session — Advocacy 201: Impact at the State
Level — will provide attendees with an interactive discussion to learn the real
steps to participating in and impacting California’s legislative process. Panelists
Craig Cheslog, Common Sense Kids Action’s co-director and vice president
for Common Sense Media and Debbie Look, senior legislative advisor at the
California Assembly Committee on Education will bring their extensive history
on both sides of the advocacy experience to this lively panel discussion. This
session will be moderated by Dana Dean, CCBE Vice President and Solano
COE board president.

Dana Dean
CCBE Vice President and Editor of CORE
Region 3: Solano COE
Joaquin Rivera
CCBE Immediate Past President | Region 7: Alameda COE
Heidi Weiland
CSBA Director-at-Large, County
Region 6: El Dorado COE
John McPherson
CCBE Treasurer | Region 9: Monterey COE
Charlyn Tuter
CCBE Program Manager
Jenn Ng
CCBE Administrative Assistant

About CCBE
Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Contact information
3251 Beacon Boulevard
West Sacramento, CA 95691
ph: 800.266.3382, ext. 3281
fax: 916.371.3407
www.theccbe.org
Holidays (office closed)

Craig Cheslog

Debbie Look

Dana Dean

During Sunday’s Final General Session, School Ties: Understanding
and Supporting Homeless Students, attendees will learn about the unique
challenges faced by students experiencing homelessness and how schools and
county offices can remove barriers to homeless students’ success.
continued on page 3

Jan 1 | New Year’s Day
Jan 16 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb 20 | Presidents’ Day
May 29 | Memorial Day
July 4 | Independence Day
Sep 4 | Labor Day
Nov 11 | Veterans Day observed
Nov 23 | Thanksgiving Day
Nov 24 | CCBE Holiday
Dec 25 | Christmas Day
Dec 21-Jan 1 | CCBE/CSBA Holiday
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2017 CCBE Annual Conference, continued from page 2

Meagan Meloy

Shahera Hyatt

Robin McCrae

Panelists Meagan Meloy, School Ties program coordinator
(Butte COE), Shahera Hyatt, director of the California
Homeless Youth Project and Robin McCrae, chief executive

officer of Community Human Services in Monterey County
will share strategies on identification, outreach, advocacy, and
examples of effective school based actions and services.
Please download the Schedule-at-a-Glance for a more
detailed listing of conference sessions.
This will be a great conference. Don’t miss it!
Visit www.theccbe.org and click on the CCBE Annual
Conference link under upcoming events to learn more about
the CCBE Annual Conference and to register. Share photos
and see content posted by other participants, before, during
and after the conference by using the hashtag #ccbeac. 

Improving County Board Governance
Through Policy Adoption
By Robert Tuerck, CSBA Assistant Executive Director, Policy and Governance Technology Services

Acknowledging that the role of the county office of education
in California’s education system is distinctly different from that
of the school distinct, the California School Boards Association
has been developing a set of sample policies that specifically
address the needs of county boards of education. Each policy
is drafted by CSBA staff with direct experience with county
boards of education before undergoing an extensive legal review
process. The policies are then reviewed by a committee of CSBA
staff and CCBE members.
The real challenge in developing county policies arises from
the unique relationship between county boards and county
superintendents. It is important to define and respect the roles
of these distinct political entities that, together, comprise the
county office of education. That is why CSBA has also engaged
stakeholders like CCSESA and outside attorneys who are
intimately familiar with county offices of education. Although
time consuming, this collaborative process has resulted in the
publication of more than 40 county-specific policies that serve
the needs of county boards. Additional policies addressing
charter school authorization, appeals, oversight, renewal and
revocation, as well as inter-district transfer appeals and
non-discrimination and harassment are due to be released soon.
The ultimate goal is to create a “core” manual dedicated to county
boards and county offices and to provide regularly scheduled
updates in the same manner as the CSBA district manual.

Although the focus of the project is to create policies for
county boards of education, we recognize that many county
offices adapt CSBA sample district regulations for their own use.
Therefore, in addition to the county-specific policies, CSBA’s
sample district policies are available for county offices to adapt
and include in a comprehensive policy manual, as necessary.
As with any sample policy, CSBA encourages county boards to
revise to suit their specific local needs. CSBA policy consultants
are available to assist with this effort. CSBA has already
assisted multiple county boards with updating their bylaws and
developing and customizing comprehensive policy manuals for
the county office of education based on CSBA sample policies.
County boards and county offices of education that are interested
in updating or creating comprehensive policy manuals can
contact CSBA to schedule a policy development workshop.
Alternatively, county board members can access the sample
policies by logging into CSBA’s Gamut Online website and
clicking on the “Sample County Policy Manual” link under
“Gamut Resources in the upper right hand corner of the website.
Members of county boards that do not already subscribe to
Gamut Online can contact policy services to learn how to access
to nearly 700 sample policies, regulations, bylaws, and exhibits,
as well as other legal resources and helpful materials. CSBA
consultants are also available to assist users with questions about
any of the CSBA sample policies. 
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Outstanding Legislator Awards Program

For the past several years, CCBE has honored current
members of the California Senate and Assembly who actively
work to improve our public schools, support local county and
school board governance and exercise leadership in the legislative
arena. This year, the program has been broadened to recognize
other federal and state government leaders as well.

CCBE encourages county boards to participate in
nominating a member of the California State Legislature,
the California Congressional delegation, or other federal/
state elected or appointed office holder for CCBE’s 2017
Outstanding Legislator Awards program. The award is bestowed
upon one or more individuals who have been actively involved in
legislation or other activities supporting the work of county offices of
education and their programs.
Nominations for the 2017 Outstanding Legislator Awards
program must be received by CCBE no later than Friday, Aug.
25, 2017, to be considered. Include a resolution or written
explanation of why the nominated individual should be
honored. It is important that your nominations include as much
specific information as possible, and highlight activities with a
direct, beneficial effect on COEs and their students.
For more information on this program and to download the
nomination form, click here. 

The 2017 CCBE Directory is now available to download!
As part of your CCBE membership benefits, a directory, which contains contact information on all county board members, CCBE Board of Directors, CSBA Board of Directors,
and CCSESA Board of Directors, is updated every year. To download your copy of the 2017
Directory, please visit CCBE’s website at www.theccbe.org. 

