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The list of things upon which former President George W. Bush and President
Barack Obama agree may be short, but the value of charter schools is definitely
on it. Without missing a beat, the U. S. Department of Education continued
to push the states to embrace, develop and expand charter schools as the Bush
administration transitioned into the Obama administration.
California was ahead of the national curve in regard to charter schools. Next
year—2012—will be the 20th year since the enactment of California’s charter
school law, the second such law enacted in the nation, Minnesota’s being the
first in 1991. Our “Charter Schools Act of 1992” has undergone a number of
changes—minor and major—over the past two decades, and opinion on charter
schools has consistently been mixed. Therefore, in view of this upcoming 20-year
anniversary, the CCBE Executive Committee felt the time was right to take stock
of California’s experience with charter schools—including the changes that have
occurred and the future prospects—and appointed the Charter Schools Task Force.
County boards of education play important roles in the evaluation of charter
petitions and in the oversight of charter schools. About 8 percent of California’s
active charter schools are authorized by county boards. There are three ways in
which county boards may become charter authorizers:
If a district governing board denies a charter (or declines to renew a charter), then
the charter petitioners (or charter operators) come to the county board if they wish
to appeal.
If a charter petition aims to serve a student population typically provided direct
education and related services by the county office of education, then the petition
is submitted directly to the county board.

If a charter petition intends to serve students countywide and the students cannot
be served as well by a charter operating in only one district, then the petition is
submitted directly to the county board.
Twelve county board members have graciously volunteered to serve on the
Charter Schools Task Force. They are: CCBE President-elect Ken Berrick
(Alameda); Doug Boyd (Los Angeles); Sherry Crawford (Siskiyou); Pam
continued on page 5

2011 Calendar of Events

September 9-11
CCBE Conference, Monterey, CA
Board of Directors meeting, Sept. 9
First general membership meeting, Sept. 10
December 1-3
CSBA Annual Education Conference,
Marriott Marquis & Marina—San Diego, CA
Board of Directors meeting, Dec. 1
Second general membership meeting, Dec. 2
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CCBE Executive Committee & staff

President’s Message

Raymond H. Peterson
CCBE President | Region 3: Sonoma COE

by Raymond H. Peterson, CCBE President, Sonoma COE trustee

Ken Berrick
CCBE President-elect | Region 7: Alameda COE

H

ow broad are the responsibilities of a board
member? Is not the long-term viability
of the educational system for the benefit
of our present and future students the
responsibility of school board members? As county
board members, are we not responsible to all the
students, parents and voters in our counties?
Do school board members have a duty to their students or to the Legislature?
Board members know that there is a trigger to reduce funding mid-year if increases
in tax revenues do not occur. The Legislature is telling school boards in Assembly
Bill 114 to ignore common sense and continue to spend funds that they will not get.
No reasonable board member would follow such an absurd instruction. Unless the
board has reserves to cover the money not in current revenues, spending it would
cause harm to their students. At what time before the end of the school year do
you run out of cash and have to shut the doors?
County superintendents are being told to simply ignore this overspending and
let school districts spend themselves into bankruptcy. County board members
should urge their superintendents to continue to encourage responsible, prudent
financial management of schools. The irresponsible action of legislators, in voting
for AB 114, does not remove the ability of school boards and managers to make
correct decisions. Exercise your discretion and only spend to the limit of your
known funds. Do not follow AB 114 and continue last year’s funding blindly.
I heard a great quote a long time ago: “Do not follow where the path may lead.
Go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.” This seems to fit today’s
situation. Board members must fill California’s leadership void and find new ways
to meet our students’ needs. Students deserve nothing less than our best. CCBE
board members as CSBA county delegates have accepted a responsibility to all
students in their region. They should be helping their regional director to energize
all board members and parents to get involved in telling California legislators that
enough is enough. Do your job and stop taking out your sins on our students.
The Fall Conference planning committee is producing a great professional
experience for all who attend. In these times of crisis it is important that
we find ways to make better decisions. It is important to your students that
the professional growth of policy makers continues to occur. I urge you to
ensure that least one member of your board and your superintendent attends
the Fall Conference.
Charter school creation, appeals and oversight are currently hot topics for most county
boards. There will be a session on the nuts and bolts of county board responsibilities at
the Fall Conference in addition to the preconference County Board Governance workcontinued on page 3

Dr. Ramón Flores
CCBE Vice President & Editor of CORE
Region 11: Ventura COE
Cathie Bustos
CCBE Immediate Past President | Region 10: Madera COE
Dr. Jack Bedell
CCBE Treasurer | Region 15: Orange COE
Sara Wilkins
CSBA Director-at-Large, County | Region 10: Madera COE
Charlyn Tuter
CCBE Administrative Specialist

About CCBE
Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m. —5:00 p.m.
Contact information
3100 Beacon Boulevard
West Sacramento, CA 95691
ph: 800.266.3382, ext. 3281
fax: 916.371.3407
www.theccbe.org
Holidays (office closed)
Jan. 17 | Martin Luther King Day
Feb. 21 | Presidents Day
May 30 | Memorial Day
Jul. 4 | Independence Day
Sep. 5 | Labor Day
Nov. 11 | Veterans Day
Nov. 25 | Thanksgiving Day
Dec. 24 | Christmas Eve
Dec. 25 | Christmas Day
Dec. 26 | Christmas Day observed
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Back-to-School Webcast

2011 CSBA Annual Education
Conference and Trade Show
The Annual Education Conference and Trade Show is the California School
Boards Association’s premier continuing education event that delivers practical
solutions to help governance teams improve student learning and achievement.
CSBA, in partnership with California County Boards of Education and the
California County Superintendents Educational Services Association, has worked
hard to ensure a significant county focus for this year’s conference, and county board
members and superintendents will have many learning opportunities. Customized
training is also provided for executive assistants and student board members
within the conference program. An online conference program and county-related
attendance guide is now available on CSBA’s website at aec.csba.org

CCBE events at CSBA’s Annual Education Conference
CCBE’s 2011 general membership meeting will be held in San Diego on Friday,
Dec. 2, from 8:30 a.m. – noon during CSBA’s Annual Education Conference and
Trade Show. All county board members and superintendents are invited to attend
this meeting that will begin shortly after breakfast.
This meeting is very important for county board members. You will hear
reports from various committees that have worked throughout the year on
important topics. You will also have an opportunity to vote for the 2012 vice
president and president-elect.
As described in the CCBE bylaws, each county board has one vote and will select one
of their members to serve as their voting representative. Any county board member may
participate in debate or initiate action, but only the representative may vote. Also, please
remember a quorum for business at this meeting is 20 county board representatives.
This is an important time for CCBE. Don’t miss President Raymond Peterson’s
report and the vision of our incoming president, Ken Berrick from Alameda COE.
President’s Message, continued from page 3

shop. Educating incarcerated youth is a difficult responsibility in good financial
times. A panel of judges involved in juvenile justice will present their thoughts
on how courts and county schools can work together to improve the process.
CCBE also has task forces working on Alternative Education Financing
chaired by Leon Beauchman, (Santa Clara COE), and Charter School Issues
chaired by Greg Geeting, (Sacramento COE).They are taking a broad view
of these issues to make recommendations for county board actions. I want
to thank the members of the Alternative Education Financing and Charter
School Issues task forces for their extra efforts on behalf of our students.
I look forward to seeing you at the Fall Conference.

September 22 | 10 a.m. – noon
Consider hosting a viewing party at
your county office of education to watch
CSBA’s 2011 Back-to-School Webcast
with your fellow board members. The
webcast will give participants a leg-up
on important education issues just in
time for the new school year, including
the latest information on Assembly Bill
114 (the education budget trailer bill),
Assembly Bill 165 (student fees), the state
budget, state and federal laws, policies and
regulations, and more. The live webcast is
complimentary for CSBA members but
registration is required. Please visit the
CSBA Events Calendar to sign up today!

Legislator of the Year
Award Nomination
Deadline: Friday, September 30
Help CCBE honor current members
of the state Senate and Assembly by
nominating an outstanding individual
to receive the 2011 Legislator of the
Year Award. Please consider adding
nominations to your next board meeting
agenda to help the CCBE Legislative
Committee choose the most deserving
award recipient. To make a nomination,
fill out a form—available on CCBE’s
website at www.theccbe.org—and include
a resolution or written explanation of
why that legislator should be honored.
Return nominations to CCBE, attention
Charlyn Tuter, 3100 Beacon Blvd., West
Sacramento, CA, 95691 or via email at
ctuter@csba.org.
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Leadership Tips
Advocacy & Community
County board members can play an
influential and powerful advocacy role to
help meet the needs of county offices of
education, public education and students
throughout California.
County board members can become
effective advocates by:

CCBE’s 2011 Fall Conference will take place this September in
Monterey. The conference schedule is packed with workshops and
sessions geared specifically toward county board members and the
student populations that county offices of education serve.

Becoming knowledgeable about
the legislative process and critical
education issues
Establishing positive, ongoing relationships
with legislators and local media

New and first-term board members should plan to attend the Friday
pre-conference Governance Training for an in-depth look at the
unique role and responsibilities of county board members. The
workshop will cover effective governance, finance, board member
roles and responsibilities, and county program services.

Serving as an information resource for
legislators, the media and others

Saturday’s schedule will include workshops on the juvenile justice
system, homeless student education, and a charter schools discussion
panels. Superior court judges from two California counties will
discuss the juvenile court system and share key factors in determining
juvenile sentencing, including how judges decide punishments such
as juvenile hall, probation and youth camp.

Assisting school districts when they ask
for help with advocacy

In addition to providing attendees with relevant and thoughtprovoking workshops, the conference is also an excellent opportunity
to network and share ideas, which is of particular importance to
county board members.
“Because of the unique students and needs that county boards of
education serve, it is imperative that we come together to share our
struggles, successes, and new ideas to help strengthen the work we do
to help students learn and succeed,” said Ramón Flores, CCBE’s vice
president and conference planning committee co-chair. “I encourage
all county board members to attend the conference and take
advantage of this exceptional leadership development opportunity.”
To learn more about the CCBE Fall Conference,
visit www.theccbe.org.

Developing strong communication and
speaking skills

Working with other organizations and
coalitions to strengthen legislative and
legal advocacy efforts
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CCBE Establishes Charter Schools Task Force, continued from page 1

Robie Hart (Placer); Jennifer Kresge (Napa); Dean Kunicki
(Ventura); Vic Marani (Santa Cruz); Pam Mirabella (Contra
Costa); Joaquin Rivera (Alameda); Mike Walsh (Butte); Sara
Wilkins (Madera); and Greg Geeting (Sacramento), who chairs
the panel.
The task force is closely reviewing and tracking pending
legislation and may likely recommend changes to the current
CCBE Legislative Policy Platform on Charter Schools.
The group is also examining some specific issues that have
been identified, including county boards’ prerogatives when
considering charter appeals and the suspension and expulsion of

students enrolled in charter schools. Finally, the group is looking
at the possibility of recommending a template policy, evaluation
matrix and memorandum of understanding. These template
documents could be used by county boards as benchmarks if they
already have their own similar documents, or as foundational
documents if they have not already adopted similar documents
but are considering doing so.
If you have any questions about the CCBE Charter Schools
Task Force, please contact CCBE Administrative Specialist
Charlyn Tuter at 916-669-3281 or ctuter@csba.org, or Greg
Geeting at 916-201-1376 or greg.geeting@gmail.com.

Summer Reading
A Whole New Mind: Moving from the
Information Age to the Conceptual Age
by Daniel H. Pink

Lawyers. Accountants. Radiologists. Software engineers. That’s
what our parents encouraged us to become when we grew up. But the
future belongs to a very different kind of person with a very different
kind of mind. The era of “left brain” dominance, and the Information
Age that it engendered, are giving way to a new world in which “right
brain” qualities-inventiveness, empathy, meaning-predominate. That’s
the argument at the center of book, which uses the two sides of our
brains as a metaphor for understanding the contours of our times.
Daniel H. Pink offers a fresh look at what it takes to excel. A
Whole New Mind reveals the six essential aptitudes on which
professional success and personal fulfillment now depend, and
includes a series of hands-on exercises culled from experts around
the world to help readers sharpen the necessary abilities.

Outliers: The Story of Success
by Malcom Gladwell

The main tenet of Outliers is that there is logic behind why some
people become successful, and it has more to do with legacy and
opportunity than high IQ. Malcom Gladwell examines those who have
risen meteorically to the top of their fields, analyzing developmental
patterns and searching for a common thread. The author asserts that

there is no such thing as a self-made man, that “the true origins of high
achievement” lie instead in the circumstances and influences of one’s
upbringing, combined with excellent timing.
Gladwell makes sure to note that to begin with, these individuals
possessed once-in-a-generation talent in their fields. He simply makes
the point that both encountered the kind of “right place at the right
time” opportunity that allowed them to capitalize on their talent, a
delineation that often separates moderate from extraordinary success.

Made to Stick: Why Some
Ideas Survive and Others Die
by Chip Heath and Dan Heath

Chip and Dan Heath provide an entertaining, practical guide
to effective communication. Drawing extensively on psychosocial
studies on memory, emotion and motivation, their study is couched
in terms of “stickiness”—that is, the art of making ideas unforgettable. The authors credit six key principles: simplicity, unexpectedness,
concreteness, credibility, emotions and stories. They illustrate these
principles with a host of stories, some familiar (Kennedy’s stirring
call to “land a man on the moon and return him safely to the earth”
within a decade) and others very funny (Nora Ephron’s anecdote of
how her high school journalism teacher used a simple, embarrassing
trick to teach her how not to “bury the lede”). Throughout the book,
sidebars show how bland messages can be made intriguing.
*Summaries courtesy of Ramón Flores and Amazon.com

